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SWAN RIVER TRUST, SCIENTIFIC PATROL BOAT 

1. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for the Environment: 
I understand that the minister yesterday launched a new Swan River Trust scientific patrol boat to be used to 
increase the trust’s monitoring capacity on the Swan and Canning Rivers.  Can the minister tell the House about 
the new vessel?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
I was delighted yesterday to dedicate and launch the newest boat in the Swan River Trust fleet.  The boat was 
built in Western Australia, in Albany, and has a number of features that make it very environmentally friendly 
and appropriate for the Swan River.   

I am delighted that the boat has been named the Noel Robbins, who was an eminent Western Australian.  He was 
an international yachtsman who overcame disability to win 16 titles, and at aged 65 or so years won a gold medal 
at the Sydney Paralympics.  Noel Robbins was a remarkable man.  He was the deputy chair of the Swan River 
Trust from its inception until his death earlier this year.  We were also delighted that, by chance, the spot chosen 
to launch the boat was a site where Noel had apparently played when he was a child - something unknown to us 
but very well known to his family.  Yesterday we saw great engineering in the excellent features of this boat 
from Albany and great results for the Swan River Trust.  We will be able to do more monitoring and get to parts 
of the river that are not currently accessible. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Where was it launched?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  In Victoria Park.  On top of that, a great Western Australian, Noel Robbins, was 
recognised.  When people see that boat, they should think of Noel and the magnificent work he has done for our 
river.   
 


